Every distant deposit is not a metastasis: Synchronous primaries do exist.
Synchronous occurrence of two malignant tumors is a rare event. With increasing use of sophisticated imaging modalities for staging, synchronous multiple tumors are more commonly detected now. Assuming the second primary malignancy as metastasis will change the intent of treatment from curative to palliative, greater awareness among oncologists is of paramount importance. This study is an example where thorough clinical examination and proper judgment resulted in correct diagnosis and appropriate treatment. This is a prospective descriptive study. Patients diagnosed with synchronous primary tumors from January 2016 to November 2017 at our center were reviewed. Ten cases of synchronous primary malignancies were detected during this period. A total of 20 primary tumors were diagnosed. Lung carcinoma and gastrointestinal malignancies were the most common (five patients each). The median age was 59.5 years. Seven patients were male. Second primary tumor was suspected in four patients during clinical examination, while in six patients it was suspected on imaging. Even in the presence of two primary tumors, three patients were treated with curative intent. Possibility of synchronous second primary malignancy should always be kept whenever a distant deposit is detected at an unusual site. Histopathological evaluation of the lesion before assuming a metastasis will lead to accurate diagnosis, staging, and appropriate treatment.